
In today’s global marketplace,  
a local airport is a  valuable  
resource. 
 
Aviation provides vital services to  
individuals, families, churches,  
hospitals, colleges, and large and 
small businesses. 
 
In addition to general economic  
benefits for your community,  
airports provide convenient and  
efficient access to remote portions 
of our state, overnight mail  
delivery, essential health care,  
emergency medical transport, and 
emergency response. 

     

CALIFORNIA 
AVIATION DAY 
at the Capitol 
 

April 22, 2015 
11 am—2 pm 



Aviation in California by the Numbers 
 
 Total annual economic impact of aviation on the State of California: 

$168.7 billion 
 

 Aviation related employment: 
1.2 million jobs, $46.5 billion in payroll, 4.7% of U.S. GDP 
 

 General Aviation annual economic impact: 
$30.2 billion, highest general aviation impact in the U.S. 
 

 665 public and private facilities statewide:  323 heliports; 243 public  
use airports (215 general aviation and 28 commercial  passenger      
service); 68 special use airports; 8 seaplane bases; 23 military bases 
  

 29,211 FAA registered aircraft in the state, 10% of national total (2014) 
 

 59,841 FAA certified pilots (2014) 
 

 182 million passengers pass through the state’s commercial  
service airports (2014) 
 

 4 million tons of air cargo pass through the state’s airports each year 
(2014) 
 

 Aviation user taxes generate $350 million in revenue each year, but 
less than 2% is returned to support the state’s Aeronautics Program 

*Sources:  The Economic Impact of Civil Aviation on the 2012 U.S. Economy, January 2015 
   California Division of Aeronautics Aviation in California Fact Sheet (April 2015) 
   General Aviation’s Contribution to the U.S. Economy, February 2015, prepared by PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP 



Our Message 
 

 

 Aviation is vital to the California economy. 
 

 Airports and aviation create jobs. 
 

 State support of California airports is completely funded by 
user fees. 
 

 The historical  level of state support is insufficient to 
sustain the infrastructure and is the lowest in the nation. 

Our Mission Statement 

 

The mission of the annual California Aviation Day at the Capitol 

is to inform legislators, staff, and the general public about the 

importance of aviation to the welfare of the California economy 

and to raise the level of awareness of the benefits of aviation to 

all Californians. 



AVIATION INFORMATION RESOURCES 

ASSOCIATION OF CALIFORNIA AIRPORTS 
Ron Elliott, President 

209-468-4700 

relliott@sjgov.org 

www.calairports.org 

FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION 
WESTERN PACIFIC REGION 
Airports Division 
Mark McClardy, Division Manager 
310-725-3600 
mark.mcclardy@faa.gov 
www.faa.gov/airports  

AIRCRAFT OWNERS & PILOTS ASSOCIATION 
Jared Esselman, Director of State Legislative Affairs 
202-609-9707 
jared.esselman@aopa.org 
www.aopa.org  

FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION 

Los Angeles Airports District Office 

Dave Cushing, Manager 

310-725-3644 

dave.cushing@faa.gov 

www.faa.gov/airports 

ALLIANCE FOR AVIATION ACROSS AMERICA 
Aren Ghazarians, Research Director 
202-223-9523 
info@aviationacrossamerica.org   
www.aviationacrossamerica.org  

FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION 

San Francisco Airports District Office 

Maverick Douglas, Acting Manager 

650-827-7601 

maverick.douglas@faa.gov 

www.faa.gov/airports 

CALIFORNIA AIRPORTS COUNCIL 
Jim Lites, Executive Director 
916-553-4999 
jlites@schottlites.com 
www.calairportscouncil.org 

NATIONAL BUSINESS AVIATION ASSOCIATION 
Stacy Howard, Western Regional Representative 
480-987-0352 
showard@nbaa.org 
www.nbaa.org  

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
Division of Aeronautics 
Gary Cathey, Division Chief 
916-654-5470 
gary.cathey@dot.ca.gov 
www.dot.ca.gov/hq/planning/aeronaut  

SEAPLANE PILOTS ASSOCIATION 
Walter Windus, California Representative 
408-255-1917 
wwindus@msn.com 
www.seaplanes.org  

CALIFORNIA PILOTS ASSOCIATION 
Corl Leach, President 
800-319-5286 
president@calpilots.org 
www.calpilots.org  

SOUTHWEST CHAPTER 

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF AIRPORT EXECUTIVES 

Eric Peterson, President 

480-918-7700 ext. 27722 

eric@countyairports.org 

www.swaaae.org 

www.caaviationday.com 
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